Translator Sovicheth Meta standing in front of a painting by Artist Asasax, titled:
“Burning Forest, Burning Women.” Photo by Try Socheata/DC-Cam Archives
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PREFACE
DUTY TO REMEMBER

No matter the circumstance, civilization cannot advance unless it remembers. It is never
difficult to remember happiness, peace, and prosperity. Governments will naturally extol
(or reinterpret) historical narratives that illuminate heroism, beauty, and virtue from the
past that supports contemporary institutions, ideas, and beliefs. Yet societies must inquire
further—researching the mistakes, crimes, and horrors that undermined, if not destroyed,
humanity if they are ever to overcome the circumstances of their past. Researching the
inhumanity of the past can be the most difficult task for a post-conflict society. Indeed,
researching and educating future generations about the horrors of the past goes beyond
what any court of law could ever endeavor to achieve. Whereas courts have the ability to
determine legal conclusions, ensure justice, and provide a sense of closure, space, time, and
resources limit their jurisdiction. Unlike law, however, scholarship, education, and public
discourse can only be bounded by the discretion of the individual, institution, and society in
the moment. We have a duty to remember. It is not a duty that is expressed in any particular
convention, constitution, or law; rather, it is a duty that arises out of a common commitment
to humanity. Like all information, history can be diluted, warped, and even erased, and the
only assurance against these circumstances is a commitment to remember. Memory, in this
context, cannot be private. It must not be exclusively personal, silent, or static. The generation
that experienced this history must pass on their knowledge to the next generation, and the
generations that follow bear a responsibility to learn and continue to pass on this knowledge.
Memory is the beginning and end to any search for true justice and peace, and the duty to
remember begins and ends with the individual, who can determine not only what the past
means to him or her, but what it should mean for future generations.

Youk Chhang
Director
Documentation Center of Cambodia
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A NOTE FROM THE TRANSLATOR

My name is Sovicheth Meta, and | am the oldest child out of my five siblings. | was
born in Phnom Penh in 1997. | received my Bachelor of Arts degree in International Studies
in 2018 from the Institute of Foreign Languages of the Royal University of Phnom Penh.
During my Studies, | took a particular interest in social work, so | volunteered in several
non-governmental organization projects focusing on child poverty, community development
and women’s rights. My commitment to give back to society draws from childhood loss.
| was just 13 years old when cancer took my mother and since that time | have dedicated
my life to making myself a better person so | can contribute to the world in her name. The
Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam) has given me an opportunity to contribute to
my country’s struggle for identity in the wake of the Khmer Rouge regime. | first came to work
for DC-Cam in June 2018 as a volunteer. During my volunteer work, | had the opportunity to
conduct research on the Khmer Rouge regime, which compelled me to seek and obtain a more
permanent position at the Center. The Center exposed me to a harsh reality of my self and
my country. | recall always proudly telling my younger siblings that, as a university student
majoring in international studies, | can answer any questions they had about world history.
Whereas | still feel | relatively knowledgeable on world history, my work in studying the Khmer
Rouge period exposed me to the harsh fact that | knew very little of my country’s history.
Listening to survivors and reading primary source documents on the history of the Khmer
Rouge humbled and inspired me to learn this history so | could educate the next generation.
This book is my first translation, and | am always grateful to director Youk Chhang for giving
me the opportunity to contribute to the organization’s mission to facilitate the country’s search
for truth. | hope that this book will become a tool that both inspires as well as educates.
The hatred that conditioned people to commit unspeakable acts must be remembered as
much as the survivors’ resilience. Indeed we must ensure history is never diluted, changed,
or discarded; rather, we must use history to re-imagine a new world through the preservation
of our ancestors’ experiences and lessons.

Sovicheth Meta
9 January, 2019, Phnom Penh
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When the sorrow comes, as when the night falls
In the wild woods, where a man goes astray,
Who believe in the light that in the distance calls?
And the glow that appears and then fades away?
In jest do they fade and in jest do they burn
Who takes a lantern man for a man with a lantern?
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