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FOREWORD

by Thomas Hammarberg’

Memory and Justice - these two words summarise the whole purpose of the
Documentation Center of Cambodia. The Center insists that it is important to
remember and be helped to remember. It argues that Khmer Rouge leaders responsible
tor crimes against humanity must be held accountable, even now, 25 years later.

I share that opinion. When working as the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Human Rights in Cambodia, it became clear to me that the wounds after
the Khmer Rouge rule were still open. Surviving relatives had not forgotten and were
acutcly aware that no official, comprehensive report had been presented of what
actually had happened in 1975-79 and that no major trial had been organised.

King Sihanouk once referred to the fact that mass murderers from before lived in
protected freedom while people now accused of petty crimes were arrested and
harshly treated. His point was that this contradiction undermined the very sense of
justice among Cambodians.

A society striving towards justice must be consistent. One cannot ignore the worst
crimes and at the same time introduce a functioning court system for other crimes
thercafter. It was my clear impression that the lack of action against the Khmer Rouge
crimes contributed to an atmosphere of impunity in Cambodia which, in turn,
undermined any effort to build a society ruled by law.

[t has been argued that trials would create confrontations in society. Indeed, one
surviving Khmer Rouge leader made this point in a manner that gave the impression
of a threat. This 1s of course unacceptable. No one should be allowed to escape justice
through threatening to provoke violence. Indeed, this underlines even further the
importance of tnals.

There is no contradiction between reconciliation and justice, between forgiveness and
fairness. Experience from other countries tells us that there are situations when a trial
against the worst perpetrators 1s necessary for a process of genuine reconciliation to
start. Trials and truth and reconciliation commissions should not be seen as
contradictory approaches.

Thomas Hammarberg is the Secretary General of the Olof Palme International Center. He chairs
the International Council on Human Rights Policy as well as the Board of Trustees for the [Fund for
Technical Cooperation of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. He was the Special
Representative of the UN Secrerary-General for Human Rights in Cambodia from 1996-2000.
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The aim of the trial is not revenge but to establish responsibility and define
appropriate sanctions. The process itself is of crucial import; it should reflect the
highest standards of fairness and theteby demonstrate what the rights of the individual
are about. The fact that the accused have themselves violated these rights is no excuse
for the court to shortcut procedures.

A major trial of this kind would also be an exercise of popular education. All relevant
facts will have to be brought together and presented during the trial. The proceedings
should be public and the media be encouraged to cover them as much as possible.

In other words, the process for Justice will contribute to Memory.

Already the Documentation Center has made its own important contributions to
document and disseminate knowledge about what happened during the Khmer Rouge
rule. It has assembled facts through original documents but also through interviews.
This material will be part of a national archive on these years.

The Center has also proposed the establishment of a major museum and various
places for remembrance. Of greatest importance is the producton of cducational
material in order to facilitate lessons in schools about this period of Cambodian
history.

This publication by Suzannah Linton is a most valuable contribution to these cftorts,
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PREFACE

by Youk Chhang’

Each September, as Cambodia’s ancestor holiday (Phchum Benn) draws near, 1 wonder
whether former Khmer Rouge leaders leng Sary and leng Thirith, and their cadres
such as Noun Chea and Khieu Samphan, will visit a2 monastery in Phnom Penh or
Pailin, as they have in past years. | wonder what they think about while they pray to the
statues of the Buddha in the presence of monks, both of which they sought to
climinate during the 1975-1979 Democratic Kampuchea regime. Would Buddha and
the monks relieve them of responsibility for the heinous crimes they and other leaders
committed against the Cambodian people? Would Buddha forgive their sins?

Khieu Samphan, Noun Chea and other former members of the regime have asserted
that they do not oppose the establishment of a tribunal for the Khmer Rouge, although
they clearly prefer a national truth and reconciliation commission. Such statements
make me wonder it they understand the concepts of justice and forgiveness. Under
Democratic Kampuchea, justice meant that those who dared to express independent
ideas or views were judged to be enemies of the revolution and were subject to
climination. Over and over again, the Khmer Rouge leadership oversaw the slaughter of
Cambodians by Cambodians, all in the name of the good of the nation. And they
certainly implemented their beliefs with a vengeance. Justice under the Khmer Rouge
also meant that one had to be pure. As in other things, the regime’s leaders set
themselves up as the judges of this quality, concluding that those with education, or
light skin, or who dwelt in cities, were enemies. Those unlucky enough to fall into these
or other categories that rendered one suspect faced starvation, torture, and execution.

[or over a quarter of a century, Cambodians have been left with the legacy of this
regime and have been struggling with ways to attain justice and to reconcile - with their
former tormentors, with cach other, and sometimes, with themselves. As the prospects
for trials of the most senior former Khmer Rouge leaders become more likely, all
Cambodians must contront the difficult questions of  exactly what justice and
reconciliation are, how they see these concepts being implemented in their country,
and what they envision for the future of Cambodia.

With these questions in mind, DC-Cam developed a nationwide survey of
Cambodians, which it distributed through its monthly magazine, Searching for the Truth.'

Youk Chhang is director of the Documentation Center of Cambodia and a survivor of
Democratic Kampuchea.

The idea tor the magazine was first encouraged in 1999 by the Dutch Ambassador to Cambodia,
Ms. Laetitia van den Assum. My dear friend Elizabeth Moorthy came to Cambodia to help draft the
proposal. Professor David Chandler was the only advisor at the Center who wholcheartedly






